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The natural division of the reign is into three epochs : the
first containing the sixteen years during which the govern-
ment was in the hands of William Marshall and Hubert de
Burgh ; the second, from 1232 to 1252, during which Henry
acted either under the influence of Peter des Roches, or as his
own minister on the same principles; and the third, from
1252 to 1272, during which the struggle with the barons lasted,
and the power of the king was, sometimes with and sometimes
without his apparent acquiescence, controlled by compulsory
advisers.

I. William Marshall lived long enough to finish the struggle
with the French : he died in 1219. The tutelage of the papal
legates continued until 1221, when Archbishop Langton
obtained the recall of Pandulf and a promise that no new
legate should be sent during his life. The foreign influences
were thus got rid of. But the dangerous friends remained ;
William of Aumale, who represented the old feudal party,
was brought to submission in 1221 ; and Falkes de Breaute,
who represented the foreign mercenaries, in 1224. The field
was open to Hubert de Burgh and Peter des Roches, who,
until the country was at peace, worked fairly together. The
poverty of the crown, and the exhaustion of its resources by
the measures taken to secure the country and to recover the
French inheritance, necessitated heavy taxation and constant
renewals of the charters; and the circumstances were such
as to provoke strong opposition and dislike of both the
ministers. In 1227 Henry dismissed Peter des Roches,
repudiated the charters of the forests, and put himself into
the hands of Hubert, who for the next five years governed
well, though not with brilliant success. His principles were
those of a strong administrator; the charters were scarcely
regarded as binding, but some respect was shown to the spirit
of them : notwithstanding the omission of the I2th and I4th
articles of John's charter, the taxes were asked as a matter
of course ; but all objections to a grant were systematically